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Dre Our ‘Servants. r pa @ 


ONE OR TWO NEW INCIDENTS—THE ws" 


SERVANT—THE SWEDES. ji 


We are as far as ever from the solution of ‘thé Ser- 


vant problem. It is not our purpose now to again 
insist upon the importance of some united action on 
the part of housekeepers. THe Preuss. has fulfilled 
its duty in this respect, and if those most interested 


4 

are disposed to calmly submit to the evils under 
which they suffer, the fault is their own. We pro- 
pose briefly to relate one or two incidents, true in 
/ sey particular, to which our attention has ‘. 
called. 

A lady keeping a large boarding-house in this ci y 

| ordered five hundred oysters, which she instructed 
her cook to fry for supper. That personage, being 
anxious to get off early, that she might pass a plea- 
sant evening with a cousin (she had a cousin), and, 
not inclined to be delayed by the performance of that 
work for which she was paid, threw the oysters 
away. She explained their non-appearance at table 
by declaring they had not come. ‘Their discovery in 
the ash-barrel exposed the cheat. 

A lady of Philadelphia eagaged two Swedish girls. 
She'paid their passage from their country to this 
city. They were excellent girls, quick to learn, neat 

| and active. They had been with her about two 
weeks when, one morning early, hearing some one 
y going down stairs, she opened her door and dis-: 
 vovered one of her treasures in the passage-way with 
| ahuge bundle under herarm, 2 
/ | ** Where are you going ?’* she asked. y 

+ Le tH “*I goes where I gets three dollars,’> the lassie 

ex hohe replied. Y 
** But you can’t go,’’ said the Jady; ‘* you have 


) 
4) f f not worked out your passage-money yet.** 
VUZE tht Wt ned, **I goes all de same, ** and go she did. 


VI 
” 
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Indignant, but ats pase o make the best of what 
could not be helped, > lady bethought her that auy 
how she hadthe othertodepend pon. Alas! for her 
hopes The other had gecamped before daylight. 

What the lady should haye done was to have at 
once, at least, atrempted the arrest’ of the girls. 
What she did do, ladylike, was to conclude it was not 
worth while to go to the trouble, and that she would 
not for all the servants in the world appear in a po- 
lice court. Knowing that the majority of house- 
keepers would act under similar circumstances just 
as She did, the girls and their companions will not fear 
to repeat the experiment whenever so disposed. 

They certainly, in leaving before they had with 


7 their work paid of the money advanced for them, 

/ were as guilty of theft as if they had carried off the 

5 [ee 4 Le sf spoons and forks, This probably they would 
GWcitré? not have done under any cireumstances, for the 


Swedes now in this country have in no case we 

A have heard of been charged with direct dishonesty. 

EAVQDLIL hi It appears that the new comers, upon their arrival 

CLAM MAA, in American cities, are soon visited by their country 

folk, who have been here long enough to learn Ame- 

« t.can Ways, and informed where they can get higher 

wages. Whatare we to think of those American 

ladies who become parties to such fraud—who de- 

liberately conspire to cheat other housekeepers? It 

will not do to say they act ignorantly of the real facts 
of the ease. 

Such ignorance is witiout excuse, for all who hare 

| 4eard of the Swedes coming here as servants must 


“ Mrs. Margaret Dickey, who recently died at 
Londonderry, N. H., in her ninety-fourth year, was the 
oldest resident of that place. She was one of the 80 
srand-children of John Woodburn, one of the original 

Srulin ‘ Scotch-Irish settlers from Londonderry, Ireland. Her 

, whole life had been spent in her native town, and her 

‘death occured in the same house to which she was taken 

as a bride in the Spring of 1805. She had outlived all her 

= 2 children except two, with one of whom she had resided 

1 (Y, / since her husband’s death. One of Mrs. Dickey’s sisters 
Uf, Ob yriduie) | Was the mother of the late Horace Greeley. Two sisters 
10, (OAV VUYUCL | ana one brother of her late husband, Mrs. Martha Boyd, 


if / 
LO, CLLEL 2d 
} 


Bf) 4 if Mrs. Mary Ela, and Capt. Joseph Dickey, respectively 

oy } pt | 94, 92, and 90 years of age, were present at her funeral, 

dectehly O udb Ui, all of them in vigorous health Aor their advanced years. 
Damp, ts ———— a: 
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also have heard that to séeure one or more it is ne- 
cessary to apply to the agent and advance money. It 
| ill becomes such ladies to complain of the character 
of servants. ; 
| _A- lady visiting in England was impressed by the 
Superiority of the English servant girls, She en- 
gaged one and brought her home with her to Wash- 
ington, D. C,, furnishing her with the necessary 
clothing. and, of course, paying the assage= 
;money. Counting from the time the girl was 
engaged in London, she remained with the 
lady just three months, costing her about 
fifty dollarsper month. Until within a week or 
two after reaching America, no better servant could 
have been desired, Here she made acquaintances, 
and soon grew ashamed of her place. Borrowing 
money, she left the lady and opened a millinery 
| Store. The coachman feli in love with, and left to 
harry her, and one of the other girls of the house 
also said good-bye, and became assistant in the 
| store. “ 

A colored man was engaged in a Philadeiphia 
family as waiter. It was just at the close of the 
Summer season. One day a letter was found signed 
with his name and addressed to a friend. In this 

| letter he told his friend where he was then liviug, 

| but informed him that he did not intend to stay 
there long. but would go back to his old place ‘tas 
soon as my people come back from the country, 
They are expected ina few days.** Of bis inten- 
tion to leave he had said not one word to the family 
who were then paying him. In the same letter he 
spoke of the lady in whose employ he then was as ‘ ‘old 
deyil.-’ As aresult, he did not Stay even so long as 
he thought he would. 

A girl had for several years been in the employ of a 

| Philadelphia family as cook. She had various bad 
qualities, but it was thought better to bear with her 
than dare the danger of achange. At last, however, 


she was almost constantly drunk, and they were eom- 


| pelled to get rid of her. A veay or so passed, and of 
the many experienced cooks who came to the family 
not one was found capable. One day the old cook 
appeared, and, seeing her former mistress, told her 
that she was ‘*outof a place,’’ and that if she was al- 
| lowed to come back she would not drink, but would 
endeavor to give full satisfaction. She was one of those 
people who 


_ ‘© When she was good 
She was very good, 
And when she was bad 
She was horrid. *? 


It was determined to reinstate her. The evening 
| before the day upon which she was to resume work 
she appeared in the kitchen of the house blind drunk, 
and thus to the assembled servants expressed the 
jolly joke she played on her old mistress; **Sure 
an’ T niver intended to come back. Is it me that 
would, begorra. Iwas married this morning.** 
What comment is to be made upon such a piece of 
rank devilishness! Of course, the lady was now 
without a cook, for a vacancy had to be made for the 
gentle creature who preferred whisky and matri- 
mony to pots and kettles. 

Just here it is apropos to ask, in the language of 
the immortal Tweed, ‘*What are you going to do 
about it?*? There must be a remedy. All hail to 
the genius who will develop it. 
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